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TAGS: PPDC 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO KING HUSSEIN 

REF: AMMAN 2453 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO KING HUSSEIN. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

I HAVE READ WITH INTEREST AND CARE YOUR MESSAGE OF 
MARCH 14. IT WAS HELPFUL TO HAVE YOUR THOUGHTS IN ADVANCE 
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OF MY MEETINGS WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN. 

I DEEPLY APPRECIATE YOUR GOOD WISHES FOR THE SUCCESS OF 
THE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES TO BRING 
ABOUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT, 
AND AM GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO SET OUT 
YOUR VIEWS FOR ME IN DETAIL. EACH DAY'S EVENTS BRING 
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FURTHER PROOF - IF ANY WERE NEEDED - OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF MOVING QUICKLY TO END THE CONFLICT. 

AS YOU POINT OUT, JORDAN HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE 
FOREFRONT OF THE QUEST FOR PEACE. IT IS YOUR MAJESTY'S 
COURAGE AND FORESIGHT OVER THE YEARS IN PROVIDING 
LEADERSHIP TOWARD PEACE AND WILLINGNESS TO TAKE 
GREAT RISKS FOR IT THAT WON THE ADMIRATION OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES AND BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
EXPANSION AND STRENGTHENING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

IT IS MY HOPE THAT THE PROCESS WHICH WE HAVE BEGUN 
WILL LEAD TO BROADER NEGOTIATIONS WHICH JORDAN WILL 
BE ABLE TO JOIN. IT IS OUR VIEW, YOUR MAJESTY, THAT 
THE BEST WAY OF ARRIVING AT A SATISFACTORY FINAL 
SOLUDION OF THE PROBLEM OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 
IS THROUGH AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT OF LIMITED 
DURATION DURING WHICH THE INHABITANTS OF THOSE 
AREAS WILL BE ENABLED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
DETERMINATION OF THEIR OWN FUTURE. KNOWING THE STRENGTH 
OF THE BONDS BETWEEN THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
AND THE WEST BANK, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN OUR VIEW THAT 
FINAL ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD PROVIDE FOR THE RESTORATION 
OF TIES BETWEEN THE TWO, AND FOR THE INCLUSION OF 
GAZA IN THIS FRAMEWORK AS WELL. 
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I AGREE, OF COURSE, THAT BOTH WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE ARE GOALS OF 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. THEY ARE PRINCIPLES OF UN 
RESOLUTION 242 ON WHICH NEGOTIATION MUST BE BASED. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS, LIKEWISE, TAKEN THE POSITION 
THAT THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE MUST PARTICIPATE IN 
DETERMINATION OF THEIR OWN FUTURE. I BELIEVE WE CAN 
AGREE THAT THE APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES 
IN DETAIL IS, OF COURSE, TO BE WORKED OUT IN NEGOTIATION. 

I WELL UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEMS FOR JORDAN IN JOINING 
THE NEGOTIATIONS. I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL DO ITS UTMOST TO ASSURE THAT THEY LEAD TO 
A JUST AND REASONABLE SETTLEMENT, AND THAT JORDAN'S 
INTERESTS ARE FULLY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. I HAVE 
PERSONALLY COMMITTED MYSELF TO SEEING THE CURRENT 
PEACE EFFORT THROUGH TO A CONCLUSION. THIS COMMITMENT 
REFLECTS THE FACT THAT PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS 
VITAL TO THE INTERESTS AND THE SECURITY OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 
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BEFORE I CLOSE LET ME SAY A WORD ABOUT THE TRAGIC EVENTS 
THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN RECENT DAYS. 
THE TERRORIST ATTACK INSIDE ISRAEL, AND ISRAEL'S 

MILITARY ACTION IN SOUTH LEBANON, ARE OF DEEP CONCERN 
TO THE UNITED STATES. 

WE DEPLORE, AS WE HAVE SAID, THIS PATTERN OF VIOLENCE 
THAT TAKES INNOCENT CIVILIAN LIVES. WE HAVE MADE 
CLEAR THAT WE EXPECT ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. BUT WE ARE CONVINCED, ALSO, THAT SOUTHERN 
LEBANON MUST NO LONGER BE A BATTLEGROUND OF NON- 
LEBANESE FORCES, NOT ONLY TO PROVIDE ISRAEL SECURITY 
AGAINST CROSS-BORDER ATTACKS, BUT EQUALLY TO RESTORE 
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TO LEBANON CONTROL AND SOVEREIGNTY OVER ITS OWN 
TERRITORY. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY CONSIDERING MOVES WHICH WE HOPE WILL 
STABILIZE THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON, THROUGH 
THE STRENGTHENING OF THE UN PRESENCE IN THAT AREA, 

AND I HOPE THAT JORDAN WILL LEND ITS SUPPORT TO OUR 
EFFORTS. BUT DIFFICULT AND INVOLVED AS THIS 
PARTICULAR PROBLEM MAY BE, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT 
WE SHALL NOT ALLOW IT TO DISTRACT US FROM OUR MAJOR 
GOAL OF MOVING FORWARD TO NEGOTIATIONS AIMED AT 
ACHIEVING A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. 

I WANT TO THANK YOUR MAJESTY AGAIN FOR WRITING. IT IS 
ESSENTIAL THAT WE UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER FULLY AND 
THEREFORE THAT WE STAY IN CLOSE TOUCH. OUR GREATEST 
COMMON TASK - THE ACHIEVEMENT OF PEACE - LIES AHEAD 
OF US. IF OUR TWO COUNTRIES WORK TOGETHER I AM 
CONFIDENT THAT WE SHALL SUCCEED. 

WITH VERY BEST PERSONAL GOOD WISHES, 

SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER 
END QUOTE. 

3. IF, IN DELIVERING ABOVE, YOU HAVE OCCASION TO 
DISCUSS FURTHER THE SOUTH LEBANESE SITUATION, IN 
ADDITION TO GUIDANCE PROVIDED SEPTEL, 

YOU MAY DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING: 
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-WE HAVE INFORMED THE ISRAELIS THAT WE EXPECT THEM 
TO WITHDRAW FROM LEBANON AND WE ARE PRESENTLY IN URGENT 
CONSULTATION WITH THEM TO ACHIEVE THIS. 

-HE ISRAELIS HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY DO NOT INTEND 
TO REMAIN IN LEBANON BUT THEY INSIST THAT THEIR WITH- 
DRAWAL MUST BE FOLLOWED BY ARRANGEMENTS WHICH PUT AN 
END TO ATTACKS AGAINST ISRAEL FROM ACROSS THE BORDER. 

-WE ARE CONSIDERING, AMONG OTHER POSSIBILITIES, A 
UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM AND 
TO SUPPORT AND ASSIST THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IN 
RESTORING ITS AUTHORITY AND CONTROL IN THE SOUTH. 

WE WOULD EXPECT THAT SUCH A FORCE WOULD WITHDRAW 
AS SOON AS THE LEBANESE ARMY IS AGAIN CAPABLE 
OF ASSUMING SECURITY RESPONSIBILITY IN THE SOUTH. 

-WE ARE PRESENTLY ENGAGED IN DISCUSSIONS AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND WITH A NUMBER OF GOVERNMENTS. WE 
HOPE TO STAY IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH JORDAN AND WORK 
TOGETHER TO HELP RESTORE SECURITY AND STABILITY 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. 

4. FYI: AS YOU WILL HAVE SEEN, FOREGOING DOES NOT 
MENTION OR ALLUDE TO THE POSSIBILITY OF VISIT BY 
HUSSEIN TO THE U.S. OUR FEELING IS THAT THIS IS 
A MATTER FOR THE KING TO DECIDE. SINCE HUSSEIN 
DID NOT RAISE THE QUESTION IN HIS MESSAGE OF MARCH 14, 

AND HAS STAYED AWAY FROM IT IN OTHER CONTACTS, BELIEVE 
MOST APPROPRIATE COURSE IS FOR PRESIDENT TO DO 
LIKEWISE IN HIS RESPONSE. END FYI. VANCE 
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